Ryan White Part A Planning Council (RWPC) of the Philadelphia EMA
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 11, 2011
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Office of HIV Planning 340 N. 12th St., Suite 203, Philadelphia, PA 19107

Present: Christine Ambrose, Naseem Bazargan, Henry Bennett, William Brawner,
Michael Cappuccilli, John Churchville, Karen Coleman, ted Danowski, Lupe Diaz, Alan
Edelstein, Dawna Edwards-Watson, Amy Eusebio, Marcelo Fernandez-Viña, William
Gray, Peter Houle, Kevin Huang, Gerry Keys, Richard Lampkins (Co-Chair), Michael
Myers, Kevin Smith, Emery Troy, Leroy Way, Vincent Wynn
Excused: Dafne Armstrong, Alicia Beatty, Carmell Bolden, Kevin Burns, Princess
Graham, Andrena Ingram, Ann Ricksecker, Nurit Shein, Wendy Walters, Sandra
Thompson, Jacqueline Whitfield, Deanne Wingate
Absent: Tim Barlow, Christopher Coleman, Eugenio Garcia, Mildred Grant, Tyrone
Johnson, Elizabeth Minor, Belmis Montero, John Oliver, Patrice Patterson, Jorge Rivera,
Joseph Roderick, Melvin White
Guests: Lenny Bell, Ricardo Colon (AACO), Timothy Gibson, Brian Langley, Joseph
Malloy, Lorett Matus, Jim McNamara, Ann Williams
Staff: Debbie Law, Briana Morgan, Mari Ross-Russell, Nishika Vidanage
Call to Order/Moment of Silence/Introductions:
R. Lampkins called the meeting to order at 2:13 p.m. and a moment of silence followed.
Those present then introduced themselves with an icebreaker activity on each member’s
favorite cartoon character.
Approval of Agenda:
R. Lampkins presented the agenda for approval. A. Edelstein stated that the Finance
Committee would not have a report. R. Lampkins noted that the co-chairs of the Positive
Committee were not present so there would not be a report for that committee. Motion:
J. Churchville moved, A. Edelstein seconded to approve the agenda as amended. Motion
passed: All in favor.
Approval of Minutes:
R. Lampkins presented the minutes from the July 14, 2011 meeting, noting that the
RWPC had received a presentation from the Office of Addiction Services. Motion: A.
Edelstein moved, J. Churchville seconded to approve the minutes from the July 2011
meeting. Motion passed: All in favor.
Public Comment:
None.
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Report of Co-Chair:
None.
Report of Staff:
None.
Action Items:
 September Meeting Date
M. Ross-Russell stated that the Philadelphia EMA had still not received its Part A
award for the 2011 fiscal year. She then explained that the RWPC would most likely
need to hold an emergency meeting when the award came in, but that the RWPC would
still need to have a regularly scheduled meeting. She then stated that they were
suggested that the group move their regular meeting to Thursday, September 22 so they
would hopefully be able to meet after regional allocations meetings were held.
M. Ross-Russell further explained that, once an award for the 2011 fiscal year was
received, that the Finance Committee and RWPC would need to hold emergency
meetings in order to approve allocations for the 2011 fiscal year. She went on to say
that, after these allocations were approved, regional meetings would need to be held to
develop allocations plans for the 2012 fiscal year. She stated that the Finance
Committee would then need to meet to review these allocations plans, and that they
hoped to have this work completed by Thursday, September 22.
R. Lampkins noted that the Nominations Committee also planned to move its meeting
to Thursday, September 22 if the RWPC were to move its date. K. Huang stated that he
would be unable to attend a September 22 meeting, and asked if he would be able to
vote on the regional allocations without being present. A. Edelstein replied that he
would have the most impact at the Philadelphia Regional Allocations meeting. He
further explained that most decisions are made at the regional allocations meetings, and
that with rare exception, the Finance Committee and RWPC both accept the regional
plans without changes.
Motion: A. Edelstein moved, M. Myers seconded to move both the Nominations
Committee and RWPC meetings to Thursday, September 22. Motion passed: 18 in
favor, 0 abstentions, 0 opposed.
 Co-Chair Nominations
D. Law stated that they would be opening nominations for the position of co-chair
currently held by W. Brawner. She noted that the election would be held in October.
C. Ambrose and P. Houle both nominated W. Brawner for the position. C. Ambrose
then asked for more information about the co-chair position. D. Law replied that a cochair needed to be a member in good standing for at least one year, and that
nominations must be submitted to her. She went on to say that any member could
nominate themselves or someone else, and that the person being nominated must accept
the nomination. She also stated that they would ask for a 250 word biography from
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each candidate if they had more than one nominee. R. Lampkins stated that the bylaws
included duties of the co-chair, which included facilitating regular and special meetings
of the RWPC, serving as a spokesperson for the RWPC with prior approval,
coordinating meetings, and attending appropriate meetings. He went on to emphasize
that co-chairs should not serve as spokespersons and should not publicly hold
themselves out as speaking on behalf of the RWPC without full RWPC approval. He
explained that this was a very important part of serving as a co-chair, and that the cochair’s role was to facilitate the process. He added that they encouraged anyone that
was interested to run for co-chair.
Points of Integration Update:
None.
Report of Committees:
 Finance Committee – Alan Edelstein, Co-Chair
No report.
 Needs Assessment Committee – Christine Ambrose, Co-Chair
C. Ambrose stated that the committee had begun the Self-Assessment Module
(SAMs) that they complete at the end of each year. She explained that the committee
would be working on the SAMs over the next several meetings, and that the process
would give the committee ideas for work to complete over the next year. She went
on to say that the committee had also reviewed ways to incorporate questions related
to the National HIV/AIDS Strategy (NHAS) and Enhanced Community HIV
Prevention Planning (ECHPP) into the 2012 consumer survey. She noted that new
questions would be presented to the Positive Committee and possibly the RWPC.
She concluded her report by inviting those present to attend the Needs Assessment
Committee meetings, held on the second Monday of each month from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
 Comprehensive Planning Committee – Michael Myers, Co-Chair
M. Myers stated that the committee had had a presentation by Matthew McClain on
health insurance premium/cost-sharing assistance. He went on to say that this had
been a thorough and interesting presentation, and added that the Office had copies of
the slides available.
 Positive Committee – Wendy Walters, Co-Chair
No report.
 Nominations Committee – Michael Cappuccilli, Co-Chair
M. Cappuccilli stated that the committee co-chairs had met for the first hour of the
meeting in order to finalize an action plan based on the membership survey. He noted
that the action plan would be presented in the fall. He went on to say that the group
had previously determined that a social would be appreciated by members based on
information from the survey, and that more information on a social event would
follow. He then stated that they would also conduct a follow-up survey to help them
understand the impressions of members that had joined the RWPC within the past
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year. He noted that they had held a follow-up orientation during the second hour of
the meeting, which included information on how the RWPC works as well as an
opportunity for new members to ask questions.
Old Business:
None.
New Business:
None.
Announcements:
M. White stated that Bridge Over Troubled Water would be celebrating its twenty-fourth
anniversary as a support group on August 26. He noted that fliers were available, and
asked those interested in attending to please RSVP.
Adjournment:
Motion: D. Edwards-Watson moved, K. Smith seconded to adjourn the meeting at 2:42
p.m. Motion passed: All in favor.
Respectfully Submitted,

Briana L. Morgan, Staff
Handouts Distributed at the Meeting:
 Meeting Agenda
 Meeting Minutes from July 14, 2011
 OHP Calendar
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