Ryan White Planning Council of the Philadelphia Part A EMA
Positive Committee
Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2015
12:00-2:00p.m.
Office of HIV Planning, 340 N. 12th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107
Present: PH (19), PA (2), NJ (1)
Staff: Nicole Johns, Antonio Boone, Jennifer Hayes
Call to Order/Moment of Silence/Introductions: D. Gana called the meeting to order at 12:25p.m.
He read the mission statement.1 A moment of silence followed. Those present then introduced
themselves.
Approval of Agenda: D. Gana presented the agenda for approval. Motion: M. White moved, L.
Way seconded to approve the agenda. Motion passed: All in favor.
Approval of Minutes (September 14, 2015): D. Gana presented the minutes for approval. Motion:
M. White moved, L. Way seconded to approve the minutes. Motion passed: All in favor.
Report of Chair:
None.
Report of Staff:
N. Johns introduced Antonio Boone, the newest OHP staff member. She stated that Antonio would
be working as a Health Planner focused on HIV prevention.
Action Item:
 Co-Chair Election
N. Johns announced that 4 members had been nominated for Positive Committee Co-Chair. She said
these included G.T., C.S., R.M., and N. Santiago. 3 of these individuals were present at the meeting.
Additionally, J.M. and D. Gana were nominated for the position.
N. Johns said the vote would be conducted by a secret ballot. D. Gana stated that all nominees would
give a speech about themselves and their qualifications for the position. All nominees present gave
brief speeches.
After the votes were tabulated by N. Johns, Nancy Santiago was announced as the new Positive
Committee Co-Chair.
Discussion Items:
 Retention in care discussion
Postponed until next meeting.
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Mission statement: The Positive Committee supports and enhances the role of people living with HIV/AIDS to
empower their participation in the decision-making process of the Ryan White Part A Planning Council and the HIV
Prevention Planning Group.
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 Brainstorm future topics
N. Johns stated that the Positive Committee often invited speakers or discussed topics of general
interest at their meetings. She asked the group to brainstorm topics they’d be interested in discussing
at future meetings. M. White suggested inviting Penn Dental to the group. D. Gana said the group
had discussing inviting Heshie Zinman of the LGBTEI to future meetings to discuss HIV and Aging.
G.T. suggested inviting a yoga instructor to meetings, and K. Carter added that the group might
discuss stress reduction. D. Wingate suggested discussing ways that people who were ineligible for
food stamps could obtain food vouchers.
J.G. asked the group to discuss a Medicaid card to help consumers pay for transportation. N.
Santiago reported that clients needed a dollar to use Medicaid transportation. N. Johns noted that
transportation had been a frequently-discussed topic in recent months. She said she’d be distributing
a transportation survey at the end of the meeting today. She noted that the Planning Council did not
have any authority over the Medicaid transportation program, but was investigating how Ryan White
might be used to fill gaps in transportation.
K. Carter stated that an MATP representative had recently spoken to the Planning Council. He noted
that she had encouraged consumers with feedback to collect detailed information before calling the
state MATP program with feedback. He said MATP representatives might attend more RWPC
meetings in the future. He added that consumers who had issues with Medicaid transportation could
file a grievance with their case managers.
G.T. stated that she worked in Home Health Care. She explained that Home Health Care clients had
to make appointments for Logisticare a week in advance. She added that clients and staff members
often had to remind Logisticare providers to pick up patients.
M. Coleman suggested discussing LGBTQ youth who were homeless. He recommended the group
invite YHEP to give a presentation.
N. John said anyone who wanted to make a suggestion for future topics could email or call her at any
time.
M.T. suggested the office host professional development courses to help educate individuals in the
community about finding jobs, furthering their careers, and re-entering the workforce after time off
work. She requested that the Positive Committee invite groups to speak who helped community
members stay healthy physically and mentally. She noted that patients at Esperanza Health Center
participated in a course on caring for their health.
M. White stated that housing was a pressing issue for PLWHA. He suggested the group focus future
discussions on housing and homelessness.
Old Business: None.
New Business:
 Transportation survey
N. Johns distributed a brief survey on transportation to the group. She collected the surveys after they
were completed, and she said she would report back on the results in the future.
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Announcements: M. White stated that a rally would be held in Harrisburg. He said transportation
and food would be provided at the event.
M. Coleman stated that Philabundance needed volunteers for meal distribution during the holiday
season.
K. Carter stated that a Pumpkin Ball event would be held in New Hope, PA, at the Bucks County
Firehouse, on October 24th.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by general consensus at 1:30p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Jennifer Hayes, Staff
Handouts distributed at the meeting:
 Meeting Agenda
 August 10, 2015 Meeting Minutes
 Transportation Survey
 OHP Calendar

3

